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Amateur Radio Emergency Service (ARES)

From The ARRL Public Service Communications Manual S1C1

The Amateur Radio Emergency Service (ARES) consists of licensed amateurs who
have voluntarily registered their qualifications and equipment for communications
duty in the public service when disaster strikes. Every licensed amateur, regardless
of membership in ARRL or any other local or national organization, is eligible for
membership in the ARES. The only qualification, other than possession of an
Amateur Radio license, is asincere desire to serve. Because ARES is an amateur
service, only amateurs are eligible for membership. The possession of
emergency-powered equipment is desirable, but is not a requirement for
membership.

1.1 ARES Organization

There are four levels of ARES organization--national, section, district and local.
National emergency coordination at ARRL Headquartersis under the supervision of
the ARRL Field Services Manager, who is responsible for advising all ARES
officials regarding their problems, maintaining contact with federal government and
other national officials concerned with amateur emergency communications
potential, and in general with carrying out the League's policies regarding
emergency communications.

1.2 Section Level

At the section level, the Section Emergency Coordinator is appointed by the Section
Manager (who is elected by the ARRL membersin his or her section) and works
under his/her supervision. In most sections, the SM delegates to the SEC the
administration of the section emergency plan and the authority to appoint District
and local ECs. Some of the ARRL sections with capable SECs are well-organized. A
few have scarcely any organization at all. It depends almost entirely on who the
section members have put into office as SM and whom he/she has appointed as SEC.
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1.3 Local Level

Itisat theloca level where most of the real emergency organizing gets
accomplished, because thisisthe level at which most emergencies occur and the
level at which ARES leaders make direct contact with the ARES member-volunteers
and with officials of the agenciesto be served. Thelocal EC istherefore the key
contact in the ARES. The EC is appointed by the SEC, usually on the
recommendation of the DEC. Depending on how the SEC has set up the section for
administrative purposes, the EC may have jurisdiction over a small community or a
large city, an entire county or even agroup of counties. Whatever jurisdictionis
assigned, the EC isin charge of all ARES activitiesin his area, not just one interest
group, one agency, one club or one band.

1.4 District Level

In the large sections, the local groups could proliferate to the point where simply
keeping track of them would be more than a full-time chore, not to mention the idea
of trying to coordinate them in an actual emergency. To this end, SECs have the
option of grouping their EC jurisdictionsinto logical units or "districts' and
appointing a District EC to coordinate the activities of the local ECsin the district.

In some cases, the districts may conform to the boundaries of governmental planning
or emergency-operations districts, while in others they are simply based on repeater
coverage or geographical boundaries.

1.5 Assistant ECs

Special-interest groups are headed up by Assistant Emergency Coordinators,
designated by the EC to supervise activities of groups operating in certain bands,
especially those groups which play an important role at the local level, but they may
be designated in any manner the EC deems appropriate.

1.6 Planning Committee

These assistants, with the EC as chairman, constitute the local ARES planning
committee and they meet together from time to time to discuss problems and plan
projects to keep the ARES group active and well-trained.

There are any number of different situations and circumstances that might confront
an EC, and his’her ARES unit should be organized in anticipation of them. An EC
for asmall town might find that the licensed amateur group is so small that
appointing assistants is unnecessary or undesirable. On the other hand, an EC for a
large city may find that even his assistants need assistants and that sometimesit is
necessary to set up a specia sub-organization to handle it. There is no specific point
at which organization ceases and operation commences. Both phases must be
concurrent because aliving organization is a changing one, and the operations of a
changing organization must change with the organization.

1.7 Operation and Flexibility

We have discussed how atypical ARES unit may be organized. Just what shape the
plan in your locality will take depends on what your EC has to work with. He/she
uses what he/she has, and |eaves provision in the plan for what he/she hopes, wants
and istrying to get. Flexibility is the keynote. The personnel, equipment and
facilities available today may not be available tomorrow; conversely, what is lacking
today may be available tomorrow. In any case, bear in mind that organizing and
planning are not a one-person task. The EC is simply the leader, or, asthettitle
indicates, the coordinator. Higher effectiveness inevitably will depend on what kind
of agroup he/she has to work with; that is, on you and your cohorts. Make yourself
available to your EC as amember of his planning committee, or in any capacity for
which you think you are qualified.

file:///S|/EMDWEB/Internet/FrontPage Webs/Content/emd/ares.html (2 of 5) [2/7/2003 9:26:56 AM]



Amateur Radio Emergency Service - ARRL MICHIGAN SECTION ARPSC

Local ARES operation will usually take the form of nets--HF nets, VHF (repeater)
nets, even RTTY, packet or other special-mode nets, depending on need and
resources available. Y our EC should know where your particular interests lie, so that
you can be worked in where your special talents will do the most good.

It is not ways possible to use the services of al ARES members. Whileit is genera
policy that no ARES member must belong to any particular club or organization to
participate in the program, local practical considerations may be such that you
cannot be used. Thisis amatter that has to be decided by your EC. In some cases,
even personality conflicts can cause difficulties; for example, the EC may decide
that he cannot work with a particular person, and that the local ARES would be
better served by excluding that person. Thisis ajudgment that the EC would have to
make; while personality conflicts should be avoided, they do arise, more often than
we would prefer. The EC on the job must take the responsibility for making such
subjective evaluations, just as the SEC and DEC must evaluate the effectiveness of
the job being done by the EC.

1.8 ARES Operation During Emergencies and Disasters

Operation in an emergency net is little different from operation in any other net,
requires preparation and training. This includes training in handling of written
messages--that is, what is generally known as "traffic handling." Handling traffic is
covered in detail in the ARRL Operating Manual. Thisis required reading for all
ARES members--in fact, for all amateurs aspiring to participate in disaster
communications.

The specifications of an effective communication service depend on the nature of the
information which must be communicated. Pre-disaster plans and arrangements for
disaster communications include:

¢ Identification of clients who will need Amateur Radio communication
services.

o Discussion with these clients to learn the nature of the information which
they will need to communicate, and the people they will need to
communicate with.

o Specification, development and testing of pertinent services.
While much amateur-to-amateur communicating in an emergency is of a procedural

or tactical nature, the real meat of communicating isformal written traffic for the
record. Formal written traffic isimportant for:

o A record of what has happened--frequent status review, critique and
evaluation. Completeness which minimizes omission of vital information.

o Conciseness, which when used correctly actually takes less time than passing
informal traffic.

o Easier copy--receiving operators know the sequence of the information,
resulting in fewer errors and repeats.
When relays are likely to be involved, standard ARRL message format should be
used. The record should show, wherever possible:
1. A message number for reference purposes.
2. A precedence indicating the importance of the message.

3. A station of origin so any reply or handling inquiries can be referred to that
station.

4. A check (count of the number of words in the message text) so receiving
stations will know whether any words were missed.

5. A place of origin, so the recipient will know where the message came from
(not necessarily the location of the station of origin).

6. Filing time, ordinarily optional but of great importance in an emergency
message.

file:///S|/EMDWEB/Internet/FrontPage Webs/Content/emd/ares.html (3 of 5) [2/7/2003 9:26:56 AM]



Amateur Radio Emergency Service - ARRL MICHIGAN SECTION ARPSC
7. Dateof origin.

The address should be complete and include a telephone number if known. The text
should be short and to the point, and the signature should contain not only the name
of the person sending the message but histitle or connection also, if any.

Point-to-point services for direct delivery of emergency and priority traffic do not
involverelays. Indeed, the full ARRL format is often not needed to record written
traffic. Shortened forms should be used to save time and effort. For example, the call
sign of the originating station usually identifies the place of origin. Also, the
addressee is usually known and close by at the receiving station, so full address and
telephone number are often superfluous. In many cases, message blanks can be
designed so that only key words, |etters or numbers have to befilled in and
communicated. In some cases, the message form aso serves asalog of the
operation. Not a net goes by that you don't hear an ARL Fifty or an ARL Sixty One.
Unfortunately, "greetings by Amateur Radio” does not apply well during disaster
situations. Y ou may hear an ARL text being used for health and welfare traffic, but
rarely during or after the actual disaster. Currently, no ARL text describes the wind
speed and barometric pressure of a hurricane, medical terminology in a mass
casualty incident or potassium iodide in a nuclear power plant drill. While no oneis
suggesting that an ARL text be developed for each and every situation, thereis no
reason why amateurs can't work with the local emergency management
organizations and assist them with more efficient communications.

Amateurs are often trained and skilled communicators. The emergency management
community recognizes these two key words when talking about the Amateur Radio
Service. Amateurs must use their skillsto help the agencies provide the information
that needs to be passed, while at the same time showing their talents as trained
communicators who know how to pass information quickly and efficiently. We are
expected to pass the information accurately, even if we do not understand the
terminology.

Traffic handlers and ARES members are resourceful individuals. Some have
developed other forms or charts for passing information. Some hams involved with
the SKYWARN program, for instance, go down alist and fill in the blanks, while
others use grid squares to define aregion. Regardless of the agency that we are
working with, we must use our traffic-handling skills to the utmost advantage. Sure,
ARL messages are beneficial when we are passing health and welfare traffic. But are
they ready to be implemented in times of need in your community? The traffic
handler, working through the local ARES organizations, must develop aworking
relationship with those organizations who handle health and welfare inquiries. Prior
planning and personal contact are the keysto alowing an existing National Traffic
System to be put to its best use. If we don't interface with the agencies we serve, the
resources of the Amateur Radio Service will go untapped.

Regardless of the format used, the appropriate procedures cannot be picked up solely
by reading or studying. There is no substitute for actual practice. Y our emergency
net should practice regularly--much more often than it operatesin area or ssmulated
emergency. Avoid complacency, the feeling that you will know how to operate when
the time comes. Y ou won't, unless you do it frequently, with other operators whose
style of operating you get to know.

State Emergency Coordinator

Jim Wades, WB8SIW
1708 Dover Ct. Ypsilanti, Ml 48198
(734) 482-3230

Email to Jm
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Who to contact

If you would like to join the ARES/RACES group in your county please contact
your local Emergency Coordinator

If your county doesn't have alocal coordinator please contact your District
Emergency Coordinator

If you don't have a District or Local coordinator please contact your Section
Emergency Coordinator Jim Wades, WB8SIW 1708 Dover Ct. Y psilanti, M1 48198
(734) 482-3230 or email him at wh8siw@arrl.net

Updated 5 February 2003
by Bill LeVeque, WB8Q
Email: bleveque@up.net

T
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Welcome To The Michigan Section ARPSC!

Want to have some serious fun? Try something different? Make new friends? All while giving something
back to Amateur Radio and going above the call in supporting your League? Join the ARRL Field
Organization, the family of official League volunteers with traditions stemming back to the earliest days
of Amateur Radio. The League is volunteer-based, and the Field Organization serves as its backbone.

How Does |t Work?

The country is divided into administrative sections, 70 in all. Most sections are whole states, but afew of
the larger states are divided into two, or even more, asis the case with Texas and California. If you're a
contester, these sections will be familiar to you.

The membership in each section elects a Section Manager (SM) once every two years. He or sheis
responsible for managing the Field Organization programs in the section. The SM is not involved in

L eague policy-making (although he or she may have a strong voice in such matters)-- thisis afunction
reserved for the Division Director. The SM'smain job is to recruit, through several subordinate program
managers or coordinators, League volunteers to staff eight crucial program areas. emergency
communications, message traffic, volunteer monitoring, RFI problem-solving, support of affiliated clubs,
government liaison, encouragement of technical activities, and dissemination of on-the-air bulletins.

Here'swhereyou comein!

Sign up for an official ARRL appointment! There's a place for everybody: New ham or veteran, young or
old, Novice or Extra, athlete, couch potato, or tech weenie. Contact the Michigan Section Manager
advising the position you would like to be considered for:

o Official Emergency Station

o Official Relay Station
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e Technical Specialist

e Public Information Officer
e Local Government Liaison
o Official Observer

o Official Bulletin Station

" Promotions"

Although the buck stops with the Section Manager, the station-level appointees and program functions
listed above are normally managed by a " cabinet" appointee called a Section official, under delegated
authority of the SM. For example, the Section Traffic Manager (STM) manages the National Traffic
System activity in the section, and appoints Net Managers (NM) and Official Relay Stations. Similarly,
the Section Emergency Coordinator (SEC) implements the section's ARES plan and appoints District
ECs, ECsand Official Emergency Stations. There's also an Official Observer Coordinator, Technical
Coordinator, Affiliated Club Coordinator, Bulletin Manager, Public Information Coordinator and
State Government Liaison. After you've gained experience as a station-level appointee, perhaps you'll
find yourself in one of these leadership roles. For more information, contact the your local Emer gency
Coordinator.

Updated 5 February 2003
By Bill LeVeque, WB8Q
Email: bleveque@up.net
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Thank you for taking the time to read about RACES and ARES. Wondering what to do now? How do |
sign up for RACES and ARES. What positions need filling? Here in Michigan we promote dual
membership in both ARES and RACES. Let me show you just how easy it isto get involved.

ARES: How Dol Sign UP?

Let's start with the ARES portion. To sign up and become a member of ARES look on the EC page of this
site. Y ou will find the county listed where you live. Contact that EC and let him know you want to sign up
for ARES. He will give you aform to fill out listing your equipment and capabilities. When you return the
card the Emergency Coordinator for your county will issue you an ARES card. That'sit, your an official
member of ARES! From there all you need to do is get involved and help out. Now you may ask yourself
how you can help. There are many activities from SKYWARN, communications for parades, air show,
etc. Let your Emergency Coordinator know just how and what you would like to do.

At this point you may say to yourself, | am too busy to get involved, | don't have time to leave my family
and do things after working all day. There are many things you can do as an ARES member without even
leaving your door! SKYWARN involves only taking the time to look out your back door and watch the
sky, check into a net and let them know your location and if you see anything. Try being aliaison to your
EC. There are many uses he can find for you without leaving your home. How about being an HF liaison
for him, atraffic handler, or how about net control for the ARES net. Take the time to ask if you can be of
help.

One last word on ARES! If thereis no Emergency Coordinator in your county please consider joining the
Michigan Section and signing up. Y ou can contact your District Coordinator or myself to see how to get
involved in the Michigan Section and get an ARES program going in your county!

RACES: How Dol Sign UP?

Hereagain it isn't rea difficult. Go to the FEMA page on the internet. Find the course listed as1S-2. You
can place an order to have the course sent to you or you can completeit on line. Thisis an open book test!
After completing the course send the answer card to FEMA and after a short time your results will be sent
back to you. They will send you a certificate stating you completed the 1S-2 course. Take a copy of this
certificate along with a copy of your Amateur Radio License, and a copy of your drivers license to your
local Emergency Coordinator. He will turn this information over to the Emergency Manager for your
county and you will be given a RACES card.

If you need more information or can't find your county listed, or want to know more about getting
involved, please let me know. | would be more than happy to help you get involved in the Michigan
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: Section!

Sincerely,

Jim Wades, WB8SIW
1708 Dover Ct. Ypsilanti, M| 48198
(734) 482-3230

Email to Jm

Updated 5 February 2003
By Bill LeVeque, WB8Q
Email: bleveque@up.net

i
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State Emergency Coordinator

Jim Wades, WB8SIW

1708 Dover Ct. Y psilanti, M1 48198
(734) 482-3230

Email to Jim

District 1

DISTRICT 1DEC
Joe Pullen, K8Y ZA
8324 Horton Beach Road, Manitou Beach, M| 49253-9640 Email to Joe

CLINTON

Larry St. George, KC8RVI
2765 N Airport Rd

St Johns, M1 48879

EATON
Jeff Frank, NSHEE
P O Box 297, Charlotte, M| 48813 Email to Jeff

GRATIOT
Norm Keon, WABSAEG
10732 Riverside Dr., St. Louis, M| 48880-9455 Email to Norm

HILLSDALE
Chuck Hanneman, K GBEF
2250 ElIm Rd., Hudson, M| 49247 Email to Chuck

INGHAM
Clint Hannahs , KC8EHR
5010 Kessler Dr. Lansing, M1 48910 Email to Clint

(517) 882-1799
JACK SON
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Harlan Cooley, NS8RDP
1233 E. McDevitt Ave, Jackson, M| 49203-6069 Email to Harlan

LENAWEE
Joe Pullen, K8YZA
8324 Horton Beach Rd., Manitou Beach, M| 49253-9640 Email to Joe

LIVINGSTON
Bruce Pollock, N8WWX
8432 Constitution Blvd., Pickney M1 48769 Email to Bruce

SHIAWASSEE
Tom Carpenter, KIBAS
3144 Whitetail Ln. Owosso, M| 48867-9225 Email to Tom

District 2 North & South

DISTRICT 2DEC
Barry Kaufman, WD8JWM
5232 Kingsfield West Bloomfield 48322 Email to Barry

MACOMB
Marty Mendelson, N8MG
26242 Woodingham Warren 48091

Email to Marty

MONROE
Larry Lindner, KB8AIZ
2001 IdaMaybee Road Monroe, Michigan 48162 Email to Larry

OAKLAND
Joel Goldberg, W8HIU
6762 Red Cedar Lane, West Bloomfield, M| 48324-3768 Email to Joel

PLYMOUTH
Charles Van Vleck, KBBWHQ
9225 North Canton Center., Plymouth, M1 48170 Email to Roger

ST.CLAIR
Glen Stephenson, WD8DUV
3606 Angus Rd - Port Huron, M1 48060 Email to Glen

(734) 985-7715

WASHTENAW
Doug Cox, N8ZLR
2348 Georgetown Blvd., Ann Arbor, MI 48105 Email to Doug

WAYNE

Daniel D. Hancock, N8DJP

2630 Cornell - Dearborn, M| 48124 Email to Dan
Home; 313-562-8923

Work: 313-237-2450

WESTLAND
Mark Schultz, NSTUO
34115 Birchwood, Westland, M| 48185 Email to Mark

LIVONIA (city)

Paul Denapoli, KF8FR
31791 Scone Livonia, M1 48154-4284
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DISTRICT 3DEC
Va Rose, NBEXV
3097 S. Belsay Road, Burton, M1 48519 Email to Va

ARENAC
Joe Ignatowski, KC8GTZ
800 M-76, STERLING MI 48659 Email to Joe

BAY
Dean Bass, KC8BGK
3639 S. Euclid, Bay City, Ml 48706 Email to Dean

GENESEE

Gregg Allinger, N8BXTP

1315 S. Genesee Rd. Burton, Michigan 48509
(810) 743-8018

GLADWIN

Bruce Wagner, NSLYL
3175 Tobbacco Rd.
Harrison 48625

n8lyl @arrl.net

HURON
AVAILABLE

10SCO
Ray Knuth, KB8ZY'Y
PO BOX 271, Oscoda, M| 48750

LAPEER
James Boyer, KD8Y X
3697 Green Corners Rd., Metamora, M1 48455-9739 Email to Jim

MIDLAND
Kevin Barnum, KB8QWQ
1116 Montrose Street, Midland, M1 48640 Email to Kevin

OGEMAW
Available

SAGINAW
John Bloem Jr., N8VDG
215 Trier St., Sagianw, Mi 48602 Email to John

SANILAC
AVAILABLE

TUSCOLA
Kenneth Hall, N8XTN
1315 Merry Rd., Caro, MI 48723 Email to Ken

DISTRICT 5DEC
Paul Reissmann, WDSMWT
43775 66Th St., Bangor, M1 49013-9414 Email to Paul
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ALLEGAN
Andregj Sensnovis, KBSQGR
114 E THOMAS 4, PARCHMENT, MI 49004 Email to Andrej

BARRY
George Dibble, N8ZSG
89 Woodstrail, Delton, M| 49046 Email to George

BERRIEN
Paul Reissmann, WDSMWT
43775 66Th St, Bangor, Ml 49013-9414 Email to Paul

BRANCH
Jim Voss, W8SST
603 N. Union City Rd, Coldwater, M| 49036 Email to Jim

CALHOUN
Gary Williams, K8LSH
40 Gordon Blvd Battle Creek 49017

Emalil to Gary

CASS
Walter Stitt, KABSMG
69400 Christiania Ln., Edwardsburg, Ml 49112 Email to Walt

KALAMAZOO
Art Snapper, NK8X
4414 |ake Forest Dr., Kalamazoo, M1 49008 Email to Art

ST.JOSEPH
Roberta Carroll, WBSMWV
209 1/2 SMaple St., Sturgis 49091 Email to Roberta

VAN BUREN
Scott E. Garvison, KASINO
PO BOX 37, Bangor, M1 49013 Email to Scott

District 6

DISTRICT 6 DEC

Thomas J. VanderMel, KB8VEE

5495 Airline Rd, Fruitport, M1 49415 Email to Tom
Home: (231) 865-1558

Cell: (231) 206-0422

CLARE
Dan Needham, NSUXR
751 N ROLLAND RD WEIDMAN, M| 48893 Email to Dan

IONIA
John A Schafer, N8ZMT
240 N STATE ST PEWAMO M| 48873 Email to John

ISABELLA
Dan Needham, NSUXR
751 N ROLLAND RD WEIDMAN, M| 48893 Email to Dan

KENT

Sam Nabkey

5790 E. Fulton Ada 49301
Email to Sam
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LAKE
Peter Galloup, NSTDR
4710 Whalen Lake, POB 88, Baldwin, M| 49303 Email to Peter

MASON
Gary Berk, KCBMWF
909 E. Ludington Ave, Ludington, M| 49431

MECOSTA
Peter Chesebrough, KB4CCE
21021 Madison Ave, Big Rapids, MI 49307 Email to Peter

MONTCALM
Available

MUSKEGON
Tom Porrett, N8Y JT
1321 Ruddiman Ave, North Muskegon Mich. 49445 Email to Tom

NEWAYGO
Ken Scissons KC8HTD
921 Daniel Hesperia, M1 49421

OCEANA
David Robertson, NSUKH
6355 East Gale Road, Hesperia, M1 49421 Email to David

OSCEOLA
Gary Atteberry, WB8BWIA
115 S. Main Street, Hersey, M1 49639 Email to Gary

OTTAWA

Robert J. Tanis, K8JIM

7005 Lake Michigan Drive

Allendale, M| 49401 (616) 895-4327 Email to Bob

District 7 North

DISTRICT 7 NORTH DEC
Richard McKee, KK5KZ
06756 BAY SHORE WEST DR CHARLEVOIX, MI 49720 Email to Richard

ALCONA
Stan Darmofal, W8SZ
P O Box 15, Harrisville, M1 48740-0015 (517) 734-5550 Email to Stan

ALPENA

Johnny L. Thomas, N8JWH

3154 French Rd. Alpena, Michigan 49707
(517) 354-7479 Email to John

ANTRIM
AVAILABLE

CHARLEVOIX
Richard McKee, KK5KZ
06756 BAY SHORE WEST DR CHARLEVOIX, M| 49720 Email to Richard

CHEBOYGAN
AVAILABLE

EMMET
Richard McKee, KK5KZ
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06756 BAY SHORE WEST DR CHARLEVOIX, MI 49720 Email to Richard

MONTMORENCY
George Brand |11, WA8SCO
10223 Shupac Lake Rd, Lewiston, M| 49756 Email to George

OTSEGO
James Volant, WB8LUH
7981 Haynes Tower, Gaylord, M1 49735

PRESQUE ISLE
Michael Horn, WB8TQZ
6988 Co. Road 646, Rogers City, M1 49779

District 7 South

DISTRICT 7 SOUTH DEC
Thomas M. ("Red") Duggan, WASRLI
19930 PARK SIDE SAINT CLAIR SHORES M| 48080 Email to Red

BENZIE
Thomas Schoonover, K8BTE

7832 Old Platte Road, Beulah, M| 49617
(231) 882-4294 Email to Tom

CRAWFORD
AVAILABLE

GRAND TRAVERSE
AVAILABLE

KALKASKA
AVAILABLE

LEELANAU
Jerry Gorrell, WBWFN
3596 W. Trumbull Road, Maple City, Ml 49664 Email to Jerry

MANISTEE
AVAILABLE

MISSAUKEE
AVAILABLE

OSCODA
John H. Shearer, Sr, KCBCMQ
5213 N. Townline Rd, Lewiston, M1 49756 Email To John

ROSCOMMON
Mark Lockwood, NS8AVB
8039 E. Higgins Lake Rd., Roscommon, M| 48653 Email To Mark

WEXFORD
Available

District 8 East

DISTRICT 8 EAST DEC
Dennis Wilkinson, VE3EUI
509 Wellington St E.

Sault Ste Marie P6A-2M 3
Email to Dennis
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ALGER
AVAILABLE

BARAGA
AVAILABLE

CHIPPEWA
Dennis Wilkinson, VE3EUI
509 Wellington St. E. Sault Ste Marie P6A-2M3 Email to Denny

DELTA

John Hurschik, KB8DSC

5028 C513 T Rd

Rapid River, M1 49878 Email to John

DICKINSON
Available

DISTRICT 8 West DEC

Robert M Reid, W8UXG

101 Third Street, Ontonagon, M1 49953
906-884-2359

GOGEBIC
Available

HOUGHTON
John Swift, NSWAV
402 Shelden Ave., Houghton, M1 49931 Email to Jack

IRON
AVAILABLE

KEWEENAW
AVAILABLE
(Houghton County helps here)

LUCE
AVAILABLE

MACKINAC
AVAILABLE

MARQUETTE
Richard Schwenke, NBGBA
21 Smith Lane, Harvey, M| 49855 Email to Rich

MENOMINEE
Lynne Rynish, N8BOSK
N2158 Hwy M-35, Menominee, M| 49858

ONTONAGON

Robert M Reid, WBUXG

101 Third Street, Ontonagon, M| 49953
906-884-2359

SCHOOLCRAFT
AVAILABLE

GRR/NWS SKYWARN DISTRICT DEC
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Michael Gage
1136 40th SW Grand Rapids, 49509
GRR/NWS SKYWARN DISTRICT WEB SITE

MICON-DTX DISTRICT DEC
Ed Galipeau, WA1LRL

11200 Y oung Drive Brighton 48116
Email to Ed

Who to contact

If you would like to join the ARES/RACES group in your county please contact your local Emergency
Coordinator

If your county doesn't have alocal coordinator please contact your District Emergency Coordinator

If you don't have a District or Local coordinator please contact your Section Emergency Coordinator,
Jim Wades, WB8SIW 1708 Dover Ct. Y psilanti, M| 48198
or email him at wb8siw@arrl.net

Updated 5 February 2003
by Bill LeVeque, WB8Q
Email: bleveque@up.net

file:///S|/EMDWEB/Internet/FrontPage Webs/Content/emd/ec.html (8 of 8) [2/7/2003 8:17:45 AM]


http://www.k8sn.org/~grr_warn
mailto:wa1lrl@arrl.net
mailto:wb8siw@arrl.net
mailto:bleveque@up.net

National Traffic System - ARRL MICHIGAN SECTION ARPSC

The American

| League

- ARRL Great Lakes Michigan Section ARPSC Home Page -
7 ARPSC Home - Michigan Section Staff - District & Emergency Coordinators -
= - Amateur Radio Emergency Service -

. ARPSC News Radio Amateur Civil Emergency Service - National Traffic System -

" DECs & ECs National Traffic System Net Managers

_ QMN NET: Jim Wades, WB8SIW wh8siw@arrl.net
. RACES MACS NET: Walt Elgen, W8RNQ 121 N SPRUCE ST

o NTS TRAVERSE CITY, M| 49684
5 elgen@megsinet.net

MITN: John Diefenbaker, N8FPN, 5697 WRIGHT
TROY, M1 48098

UPN: Hope Francisco AA8SN aa8sn@freeway.net

FOR
MICHIGAN

WEATHER 3 GLETN: Harold Southward, VE3SCY,, ve3scy@rac.ca’55 CANTERBURY
‘ STREET

INGERSOLL, ON N5C 1C5
CANADA

SEMTN: Diane Scalzi, WI8K , wi8k@arrl.net 21621 BRIARCLIFF
ST CLAIR SHORES M| 48082-1299

WSSBN: Michael Hall, WB8ICN wb8icn@arrl.net

ARAHH: Tom Latuszek K8LAT k8lat@arr|.net

VHF: Ray Knuth KB8ZY'Y kb8zyy@qix.net

National Traffic System (NTYS)

From The ARRL Public Service Communications M anual S2C1

The National Traffic System plan is a means for systematizing amateur traffic handling facilities by
making a structure available for an integrated traffic facility designed to achieve the utmost in two
principal objectives: rapid movement of traffic from origin to destination, and training amateur operators
to handle written traffic and participate in directed nets. These two objectives, which sometimes conflict
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with each other, are the underlying foundations of the National Traffic System.

NTS operates daily, even continuously with the advent of the advanced digital links of today.

The personnel consists of operators who participate for one or two periods a week, and some who are
active daily. The National Traffic System is an organized effort to handle traffic in accordance with a plan
which is easily understood, is basically sound, and which employs modern methods of network traffic
handling in general acceptance today.

NTSisnot intended as a deterrent or competition for the many independently-organized traffic networks.
When necessitated by overload or lack of outlet for traffic, the facilities of such networks can function as
alternate traffic routings where this isindicated in the best interest of efficient message relay and/or
delivery.

One of the most important features of NTS is the "system concept.” No NTS net is an independent entity
which can conduct its activities without concern for or consideration of other NTS nets. Each net
performs its function and only its function in the overall organization. To whatever extent nets fail to
perform their functions or perform functions intended for other nets, to this extent is the overall system
adversely affected.

Nets may sometimes find it necessary to adopt temporary expedients to ensure the movement of traffic,
and thisis considered improper operation only when no attempt is made to return to the normal schedule.
Nevertheless, improper operation of any NTS net isthe concern of all NTS nets, and every effort should
be made to assist in returning any non-functioning or improperly functioning net to its normal operation.

1.1 Membership in NTS

Individual station participation in NTSis recognized by issuance of certificates, and by appointment to
the field organization's traffic handling position, entitled Official Relay Station. Organizationally
speaking, the "members* of NTS are the nets and digital nodes which participate therein. Most such nets
and many of the NT S-sanctioned nodes were created and organized for NTS purposes only and operate
for specific purposes to be described later. Procedures are somewhat specialized, particularly at Region,
Areaand TCC levels.

Freguently, ARRL Headquartersis asked how anet or digital node (BBS) may become a part of NTS.
Thisusually isn't easy, because NTSisnot a"club for nets' which any existing net may join at will. In
addition, making nets a part of NTSisless a matter of official action than a"state of mind" of the net
itself. In this connection, the following points deserve mention:

o Netsor packet nodes (BBS's) operating within ARRL section boundaries, or otherwise at local or
section level, may become a part of NTS by performing the functions of such.

¢ Netswhose coverage extends beyond section boundaries but within region (roughly, cal area)
boundaries may become a part of NTS only by foregoing their general membership and setting up
to operate as a session of the region net. Such nets would act as one of that region's net sessions
and would be under the jurisdiction of the region net manager appointed by ARRL. All present
NTS region nets were organized specifically at the outset for NTS region coverage.

o HF digital stations capable of storing-and-forwarding NTS messages in a system of such stations
may be certified as NTS Digital Stations by NTS Officials known as Area Digital Coordinators.
They are responsible for handling NTS traffic to the same high standards as their counterpartsin
the traditional system.

o Since operation at the arealevel is so specialized, it is not possible for nets whose coverage
extends beyond region boundaries to be apart of NTS at any level.

o Any net or digital node which becomes a part of NTSis expected to observe the general principles
of NTS procedures.

o Generally speaking, participationin NTSis best performed by individual-station participation in
an already-existing NTS net, at any level.

o Lack of recognition asan NTS net does not imply that such anet iswithout ARRL recognition or
support. Many public service nets on which information is received are included in the League's
Net Directory, and activities are often summarized in the appropriate part of QST. Although NTS
is the League-sponsored organization for systematic traffic handling, it isfar from being the
League's only interest in public service communication.
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1.2 Mode

The National Traffic System is not dedicated specifically to any mode or to any type of emission, nor to
the exclusion of any of them, but to the use of the best mode for whatever purposeisinvolved. Theaimis
to handle formal written traffic systematically, by whatever mode best suits the purpose at hand. Whether
voice, CW, RTTY, AMTOR, packet or other digital mode is used for any specific purposeis up to the Net
Manager or Managers concerned and the dictates of logic. Thereis only one National Traffic System, not
separate systems for each mode. Modes used should be in accordance with their respective merits,
personnel availabilities and liaison practicalities. Whatever mode or modes are used, we all work together
in asingle and thoroughly integrated National Traffic System.

Section Traffic Manager

Joe Turner, KBCQF
520 Jameson St
Saginaw, M| 48602-3238

k8caf @arrl.net

Updated 5 February 2003
By Bill LeVeque, WB8Q
Email: bleveque@up.net
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League
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Radio Amateur Civil Emergency
Service

ARRL GREAT LAKES DIVISION MICHIGAN SECTION

Special Thanks To The
Emergency Management Division
Of The Michigan State Police
For Providing A Home For This Web Sitel

- ARRL Great Lakes Michigan Section ARPSC Home Page -
- Michigan Section Staff - District & Emergency Coordinators -
- Amateur Radio Emergency Service -
Radio Amateur Civil Emergency Service - National Traffic System -

Radio Amateur Civil Emergency Service (RACES)

Founded in 1952, the Radio Amateur Civil Emergency Service (RACES) is a public service that provides
areserve communications group within government agencies in times of extraordinary need. During
periods of activation, RACES personnel are called upon to perform many tasks for the government
agencies they serve. Although the exact nature of each activation will be different, the common thread is
communications.

The Federal Communications Commission (FCC) is responsible for the regulation of RACES operations.
Each RACES group is administrated by alocal, county, or state civil defense agency responsible for
disaster services. This civil defense agency istypically an emergency services or emergency management
organi zation, sometimes within another agency such as police or fire. In some areas, RACES may be part
of an agency's Auxiliary Communications Service (ACS). Some RACES groups call themselves by other
names (often to avoid confusion with similar terms such as “racist” or “horse races’), such as ACS, DCS
(Disaster Communications Service), or ECS (Emergency Communications Service). Groups of licensed
Radio Amateurs certified by a government civil defense (or equivalent) agency are actually RACES
groups (asfar as the FCC is concerned), no matter what they are called, and operate under the FCC'’s
RACES regulations.

The importance of RACES operations cannot be stressed enough. The Amateur Radio Regulations, Part
97, Subpart F, were created by the FCC to describe RACES operations in detail. Although no longer
issued (but still valid), special licenses were issued in the past by the FCC to government agencies for
RACES operations.

RACES provides a pool of emergency communications personnel that can be called on in time of need.
RACES groups across the country prepare themselves for the inevitable day when they will be called
upon. When alocal, county, or state government agency activates its RACES group, that group will use
its resources to meet whatever need that agency has.
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Traditional RACES operations involve emergency message handling on Amateur Radio Service
frequencies. These operations typically involve messages between critical locations such as hospitals,
emergency services, emergency shelters, and any other locations where communication is needed. These
communications are handled in any mode available, with 2 meters FM being the most prevalent.

Other tasks that RACES personnel are involved with may not involve amateur-radio communications. For
example, RACES communicators may become involved in public-safety or other government
communications, Emergency Operations Center (EOC) staffing, and emergency equipment repair.

Whatever need arises, trained RACES personnel are ready and prepared to help. RACES groups develop
and maintain their communications ability by training throughout the year with special exercises and
public-service events. When that fateful day occurs, RACES will be there to meet the challenge.

FCC Rules

§97.407 Radio amateur civil emergency service.

(a) No station may transmit in RACES unless it is an FCC-licensed primary, club, or military recreation
station and it is certified by acivil defense organization as registered with that organization, or it isan
FCC-licensed RACES station. No person may be the control operator of a RACES station, or may be the
control operator of an amateur station transmitting in RACES unless that person holds a FCC-issued
amateur operator license and is certified by a civil defense organization as enrolled in that organization.

(b) The frequency bands and segments and emissions authorized to the control operator are available to
stations transmitting communications in RACES on a shared basis with the amateur service. In the event
of an emergency which necessitates the invoking of the President's War Emergency Powers under the
provisions of Section 706 of the Communications Act of 1934, as amended, 47 U.S.C. 8606, RACES
stations and amateur stations participating in RACES may only transmit on the following frequencies:

¢ (1) The 1800-1825 kHz, 1975-2000 kHz, 3.50-3.55 MHz, 3.93-3.98 MHz, 3.984-4.000 MHz,
7.079-7.125 MHz, 7.245-7.255 MHz, 10.10-10.15 MHz, 14.047-14.053 MHz, 14.22-14.23 MHz,
14.331-14.350 MHz, 21.047-21.053 MHz, 21.228-21.267 MHz, 28.55-28.75 MHz, 29.237-29.273
MHz, 29.45-29.65 MHz, 50.35-50.75 MHz, 52-54 MHz, 144.50-145.71 MHz, 146-148 MHz,
2390-2450 MHz segments,

(2) The1.25m, 70 cm, and 23 cm bands; and

(3) The channels at 3.997 and 53.30 MHz may be used in emergency areas when required to make
initial contact with amilitary unit and for communications with military stations on matters
requiring coordination.

(c) A RACES station may only communicate with:
¢ (1) Another RACES station;

(2) An amateur station registered with a civil defense organization;

(3) A United States Government station authorized by the responsible agency to communicate
with RACES stations;

(4) A station in aservice regulated by the FCC whenever such communication is authorized by the
FCC.

(d) An amateur station registered with a civil defense organization may only communicate with:

¢ (1) A RACES station licensed to the civil defense organization with which the amateur station is
registered;

(2) Thefollowing stations upon authorization of the responsible civil defense official for the
organization with which the amateur station is registered:

0 (i) A RACES station licensed to another civil defense organization;
(if) An amateur station registered with the same or another civil defense organization;

(iii) A United States Government station authorized by the responsible agency to
communicate with RACES stations; and
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(iv) A station in a service regulated by the FCC whenever such communication is
authorized by the FCC.

(e) All communications transmitted in RACES must be specifically authorized by the civil defense
organization for the area served. Only civil defense communications of the following types may be
transmitted:

¢ (1) Messages concerning impending or actual conditions jeopardizing the public safety, or
affecting the national defense or security during periods of local, regional, or nationa civil
emergencies,

(2) Messages directly concerning the immediate safety of life of individuals, the immediate
protection of property, maintenance of law and order, aleviation of human suffering and need, and
the combating of armed attack or sabotage;

(3) Messages directly concerning the accumulation and dissemination of public information or
instructions to the civilian population essential to the activities of the civil defense organization or
other authorized governmental or relief agencies; and

(4) Communications for RACES training drills and tests necessary to ensure the establishment and
maintenance of orderly and efficient operation of the RACES as ordered by the responsible civil
defense organization served. Such drills and tests may not exceed atotal time of 1 hour per week.
With the approval of the chief officer for emergency planning in the applicable State,
Commonwealth, District, or territory, however, such tests and drills may be conducted for a period
not to exceed 72 hours no more than twicein any calendar year.

RACES News

Do YOU need some attenuation in your car?

As emergency response volunteers, we avail ourselves to public safety agencies and take
personal actions to ensure that upon a RACES, ARES, or Skywarn activation, we are prepared
to respond quickly.

The normal response scenario for me has been to scramble around my home gathering
equipment & preparing to be deployed for an indeterminate amount of time. Depending on the
situation, | might quickly pack an overnight bag, make a few phone calls while eating something,
make sure I'm dressed appropriately, grab some extra radio gear, and then get into the car. In
reality, it might only take five to fifteen minutes to accomplish all this before | hop into my car,
but I always think I'm taking too long to get underway.

A legitimate urgency --usually magnified by my own perception-- increases again due to the
feeling that | spent too much time at home preparing to leave. This resulted in the desire to
reach my designated response point as quickly as possible, which in turn meant driving quickly.
Listening to the initial radio net might have put me into even more of a rush. Unfortunately, not
only might | be driving quickly, but at the same time, my mind is occupied by a multitude of
thoughts -- what exactly is the emergency situation? Am I really ready to assist? Do | know how
to get to the response point? Can | get there any faster? Should | stop now and fill the tank with
gas? How long will my deployment last? As a former Deputy Emergency Coordinator & Deputy
RACES Officer, | was also contemplating things like how many other ARES/RACES members
would help out, how should the comms nets be operated, etc. Meanwhile of course, I'm listening
to the ARES/RACES circuits, and perhaps have tuned in the public safety agencies on a
scanner.

No pun intended, but my 'response mode' in itself had always been a disaster waiting to
happen! | can only speak for myself, but | have every reason to believe that thousands of other
volunteer emergency support personnel have had --and do have-- similar practices.

The bottom line is that no local or regional situation resulting in an ARES or RACES activation,
let alone a Skywarn net activation, is worth the price of getting into an accident and injuring
someone! Our ARES/RACES ID cards probably won't even save us from a traffic ticket, and
attempting to use them as such could delay our response even more (as the officer tries to find
out what the heck "ARES" or "RACES" is). It could also jeopardize our ARES/RACES
membership. The concern over improper use is exactly why the "Michigan State Police" lettering
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is so small on our RACES IDs! Sadly, some counties even make efforts to hide that wording
altogether, due to embarrassing situations a few members have caused by improper use of the
ID.

As ARES and RACES members, we are emergency-response personnel (when properly
activated). However, at no time are our personal automobiles considered to be emergency
response vehicles. If your RACES group is activated, you speed to a scene and while enroute
get into a crash and kill someone, your RACES card and the circumstances behind your
speeding are worthless to the police, judge, and probably jury too. Notice | called it a "crash,"
and not an "accident" -- if you were speeding and/or not properly concentrating on your driving
when it happened, it wasn't an accident. Good luck convincing a jury (and your insurance
company) otherwise.

Michigan Compiled Laws, Annotated has several sections pertaining to the legal definition of
emergency vehicles, and what warning equipment (lights & sirens) they must have.

Pertinent sections include:

257.2: "Authorized emergency vehicle means vehicles of the fire department, police department,
ambulances and privately owned motor vehicles of volunteer or paid firemen and volunteer
ambulance drivers as are authorized by the department of state police.”

257.698 (d4): "Private motor vehicles authorized by the department of state police owned by
volunteer or paid fireman may be equipped with flashing, rotating, or oscillating red lights for use
when responding to an authorized emergency call if the flashing, rotating or oscillating red lights
are mounted on the roof section of the vehicle, either as a permanent installation or by means of
suction cups or magnets and are clearly visible in a 360 degree arc from a distance of 500 feet
when in use."

257.698 (e): "A person shall not sell, loan, or otherwise furnish any flashing, rotating, or
oscillating blue or red light to any person except a fully constituted police officer, sheriff, deputy
sheriff, volunteer or paid fireman, volunteer ambulance driver of the state, or a county or
municipality within the state, or a person engaged in the business of operating an ambulance or
ambulance service."

257.706 (d): "An authorized emergency vehicle may be equipped with a siren, whistle, air horn,
or bell capable of emitting sound audible under normal conditions from a distance of not less
than 500 feet..."

Technically speaking, many unmarked & semi-marked police vehicles don't even fit the legal
definition of emergency vehicle, specifically because a 'Kojack light' thrown onto the dashboard
probably cannot be readily observable in all directions from 500 feet away. Emergency vehicle
operators are allowed to use their discretion regarding the use of a siren, but if they get into an
accident during an emergency response in which all emergency equipment was not employed,
the operator and department can be held liable for negligence.

The bottom line is that you might be an emergency responder, but by no means is your vehicle.
Under an ARES, RACES, or even Skywarn activation you still must operate your motor vehicle
with due regard for all laws and traffic conditions. In fact, you should pay extra attention to your
driving, since if it is a major contingency, you could have to contend with real emergency
vehicles as well as panicking civilian motorists on the road with you!

In a court situation, the plaintiff's attorney --and perhaps even the police-- will make every effort
to characterize you as an ‘ambulance-chaser' that was recklessly speeding to an incident scene.
Amateur radio will be described to the jury along the lines of being similar to CB radio (the
perception of which the jury has from shows like 'The Dukes of Hazard,' "BJ & the Bear,' &
Smokey & the Bandit'). This is in addition to the clear facts that your vehicle is NOT an
authorized emergency vehicle, and that ARES/RACES leadership didn't tell you to speed, let
alone have the authority to compel you to do so anyway!

Yet another wonderful thing to keep in mind is that Michigan law operates under a comparative
negligence philosophy. You could have a perfect driving record, and be casually driving on a
nice day. A drunken, deaf & blind criminal running from a crime scene could leap out from
nowhere into the path of your car and be struck by it. If it can be proven that you were even
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driving just one MPH over the speed limit, and or have been distracted by your ham radio,
you're partially at fault for the injury or death, and can be held civilly and criminally liable! If
you're assessed 10% blame, and the injury cost the 'victim' $1,000,000, then you owe that
alcoholic, idiotic criminal $100,000! There are plenty of hungry attorneys out there who will make
sure he or she collects, too.

What to do:

Be involved with your ARES/RACES group. Don't just be the type that gets the ID card, but then
never participates in classes, meetings, or routine nets, yet has the audacity to expect to play a
key role in a real activation! Every group has people like this, and leadership officials know who
they are. Everyone else finds out who they are when they start tying up the radio net with dumb
questions during activations. Routine participation helps prepare you for actual emergencies,
and provides ample opportunity for you to ensure you to have a general understanding about
contingencies & ARES/RACES response.

Minimize your initial response time by having a 'go bag' with personal & operational items ready
in advance. Participating in exercises and debriefings will help you learn what items are handy
to have with you.

Do not be in a huge rush to leave your home. Other than Skywarn activity (for which we often
have some advance warning for), we generally aren't first-responders! Calmly preparing to leave
home for your response point helps ensure you don't forget anything, lets you do get most of the
thinking out of your mind, and sets you up for a calm, alert drive.

Try to know your destination & route before you start driving. If you have questions about the
route, perhaps another ham staying at home can provide vectors on an alternate repeater
channel.

Try to avoid providing the NCS with your ETA, or at least 'pad' your ETA with a few extra
minutes. Another option which could be used by NCS and respondents is to just ask for/provide
current location.

When you are driving, you are a motorist just like anyone else on the road. You have no special
rights or privileges! You do have an advantage in knowing that an incident has occurred, and
should be driving defensively, looking out for emergency vehicles and panicking civilians trying
to leave the area, as well as the usual knuckleheads that run red lights, etc. Only on the radio,
and when you reach your response point do you have any sort of special privileges as an
emergency response volunteer, and they usually just consist of access to a controlled area.

Do not let emotions distract or control you, and always hold yourself personally responsible for
your actions.

If you have any questions or concerns regarding the above, contact your local ARES
Emergency Coordinator or RACES Officer.

Tim Tyler, KA8VIR

Michigan State RACES Officer

Jim Wades, WB8SIW
1708 Dover Ct. Ypsilanti, Ml 48198
(734) 482-3230

Email to Jim
Michigan RACES Officers By County

Michigan State Operations Plan
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Who to contact

If you would like to join the ARES/IRACES group in your county please contact your local Emergency
Coordinator

If your county doesn't have alocal coordinator please contact your District Emergency Coordinator
If you don't have a District or Local coordinator please contact your Section Emergency Coordinator:

Jim Wades, WB8SIW
1708 Dover Ct. Y psilanti, M1 48198
(734) 482-3230

Email to Jm

Updated 5 February 2003
By Bill LeVeque, WB8Q
Email: bleveque@up.net
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Lyle Willette, ABSCB
758 Kimball St.

Sault Ste Marie, M1 49783
(906) 632-0168

Email toLyle

Steve Lendzion, KC8M CQ

451 S. Elliott Rd. Fowlerville, M1 48836

Phone: 517-223-7685 (Home) 517-223-4388 (Fax)
Email to Steve

Jim Wades, WB8SIW
1708 Dover Ct. Y psilanti, M| 48198
(734) 482-3230

Email to Jim

Lyle Willette, ABSCB
758 Kimball St.

Sault Ste Marie, M1 49783
(906) 632-0168

Email to Lyle

Joe Turner, KBCQF
520 Jameson St

Saginaw, M| 48602-3238
Email to Joe

Don Sefcik
4486 American Heritage Road, Grand Blanc, M1 49439
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: : 810-694-3823

Email to Don

W. Wallace Murray, KESBHR
1403 SHill Rd

Milford, M| 48381-2854

Mail to Wallace

Harold E Beauchamp Jr, KC8QMH
1700 15th St Bay City, M| 48708-7506
(989)992-1890

Mail to Harold

Sandy Mondro, KG8HM
800 Dover Drive, Dearborn Heights, M1 48127
(313) 730-2111

Email to Sandy

Ed Hude, WABQJE
114 S College Rd, Mason, M1 48854
(517) 676-2241

Email to Ed

David Colangelo, KB8RJI
25967 N W Forrest Court, Chesterfield, M1 48051

Email to Dave

Thomas E Durfee, WI8W
3509 Callingwood Ave SW
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Wyoming, M1 49509-3222

(616)261-1874, (616)988-6232
Mail to Tom

Who to contact

If you would like to join the ARES/RACES group in your county please contact your local Emergency
Coordinator

If your county doesn't have alocal coordinator please contact your District Emergency Coordinator
If you don't have a District or Local coordinator please contact your Section Emergency Coordinator, Jim

Wades, WB8SIW 1708 Dover Ct. Ypsilanti, M| 48198
or email him at wh8siw@arrl.net

Updated 5 February 2003
by Bill LeVeque, WB8Q
Email: bleveque@up.net

o
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